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Saliſbury will think of 3 8 any I 


illiberal Letter, and I am perſuaded 5 E — 
underſtanding and his virtuous character will! 


prevent his being hurt by it. 


ro him, even, who would wiſh to cone 
cor ward i in his cauſe, he might ſay, non tall 5 0 2 
auxilio, nec defenſoribus Nit. But as your Let- 9 
ter involves in it ſevere, and I am ſure unjuſt - 
animadverſions on the conduct of a large body „ 1 
of men; in their defence, I ſhall ſay a „ 


ee 


eee 


Sand ts 
ore 


: > < 3 5 4 Y * N 4 
4 8 5 * 1 [4 1 , 4 
% . 


13 F 


| words; * mts” ſuch iter chat nent as , 


the peruſal of your Letter ſuggeſts. You begin 


with ſaying, you wiſh to addreſs his Lordſhip 
 woith all the deference due to his exalted ſation, ne > 
| amiableneſs of his private life, and the defere ved 

> eminence ce of his literary character. | 


| This 4s: certainly candid, = whilſt it bears 
teſtimony to the goodneſs and learning of the 


. perſon you addreſs, it ſeems alſo a pledge that 


you will keep in mind the language with which 


vou ſet out: we ſhall ſee how far this is the 


caſe as we proceed in the conſideration of your 
extraordinary 8880 5 


I fhall ſay nothing as to whether it were 


proper or not to addreſs the public concerning a 


Charge which was not publiſbed, or whether an 
imperfect account from a newſpaper ought to 


be conſidered, as being publiſhed under his Lord- 


_ ſhip's eye, or as authoriſing you to attack in toto, 


what you conceived to be the purport of the 


Charge. I can allow ſomething for the vanity 


of youthful authorſhip, in the redoubted hiſto- 
rian of an Excurſion to America, who poſſibly 
might With to try his talents N another ſub- 

. 


114 1 


4 je, and to convince his friends, and 1 public 
in. general, that he was improved in grammar, if 
not in politeneſs, You might have felt a con- 
| ſcious ſuperiority in ſtepping ſo nimbly forward 
from the ranks when you conſidered your bre- 
' thren attacked, and methinks even now, with 
"l look of ſelf-complacent defiance, | 
44 1 ſee, young en with his beaver up.” | 
But let us take the Ne of the Biſhop's 8 
Charge as we find it in the papers.“ He en- 
forced the neceſſity of exertions from the parochial 
Clergy, to prevent the delufions to which the lower 
claſſes of people, efpecially in villages, are thereby 
expoſed, the dangers of innovation, and the falſe 
but prevalent philsſophy of the times, were ftrongly 
urged, with their _—__ e na an 
| country,” &c. 


In a to this, you ſay, © The Diſenters 
wiſh to know, my Lord, your method of preventing 
the lower claſſes of people from following,” &Cc, 
You then aſk with much ſagacity, I muſt own, but 
not with' quite ſo much liberality as might have 
been 9 from the commencement of your 

BS - ann, 5 
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Letter, two very aner dor Auel s iz. * 

tbey to be perſecuted, or have you directed your 
' Clergy to out-preach them? And here, as if you 
could not ſuppreſs the natural feelings of con- 
i  Aſcious triumph upon this extraordinary and 
ingenious fally, you enquire farther: Do you 
| © mntend to make ſhort work with them, as Daniel de 
Foe hinted at, or convince their under ftandin g in 


EE. ' the manner my Lord Peter uſed to convince his 
| brothers Martin and 2 88 2 1 


"Theſe el aebi e fr I ſhall not 
ſeirp z the miſerable way in which they are 
worded, are the more extraordinary, as in the 
next page, when you ſeem to have recovered 
from the impetuoſity of the firſt brilliant fally, 
ITY you gravely condeſcend to inform his Lordſhip 
that © zhe increaſe of the Diſſenters is not ſo much 
4x | from their increaſed activity, as from the decreaſed 
ll. attention of the Clergy to their parochial duties.” 
if The fact is, as I well remember, the attention 
of the Clergy to their parochial duties was very 
properly inſiſted on in his Lordſhip's Charge, 
and it was by this chiefly that they were to 
prevent the deluſions to which the lower claſſes 
1 the people were expoſed from the increaſed 
activity 


E 
5 ativity of the Diſſenters. Vet inſtead of at- 
tending to this plain circumſtance, you aſk 
_ queſtions which can only imply that the Biſhop, 
whoſe amiable private life you have acknow- 
ledged, would willingly prevent the increaſe of 


Diſſenters, at the expence of humanity, Juſtice, 
and mercy ! | 


© To ſtate this, is to anſwer all your unchari- 
table inferences. The Biſhop's venerable cha- 
rater, his virtues, and © his grey hairs, found 


in the way of righteouſneſs, ri againſt thee.” 


That the activity of the Diſſenters was in- 
. creaſed, he no doubt ſaid; and he faid true. I 
do not here enquire into their motives; much 
leſs do I wiſh to impute to them any intentional 
evil, though you have not heſitated to impute 
the moſt uncharitable motives to thoſe who 
differ from you. Some of them may be actu- 
| ated by ſpleen. and envy, ſome by an angry 
: ſubjection in the ſtate, and many by what they 


| Conſider as juſt and right; but no one thinks 


their activity decreaſed. Non fic notus Ulyſſes! - 


But 


7 8 e er 
e Wd”. 
+ n N. 
r 


x 
* 
4 
1 
75 
92 
FH 
4 v.4 
ot 
/ þ 
1 
a5 
$5 
© 
SF 
[3 a 4 
A 
£14 
+ 7 
4 8 
89 
1 
1 
$4 
* Lad 
'S 
' 
1 


; f 
5 
be a o 
1 
70 
= . 
1 . 
17 4 
1 1 
4 4 1 
.H 
: . 
N 4 
4 1 - 
141 
3 
. 
'P 
.-W 
18 
7 
28 
21 
7 IA 
+. , 
1 5 
1 „ 
1 8 
1 
1 
= 
"dx; 
-- 
== 
| 3 
L = 
7 © 
1 
2 * 2 
1 
;£ (+! - 
1 
| 
| 
; 
7 
$: 
21 
—1 


* 1 N b 5 a. 


But be their object, their conduct, and their 


| activity what it may, I am concerned to repel 


the invidious attacks made by you on the 
Clergy, as a n, 


You 5 55 if ts of no 10 to exclaim . the | 


F g number of the D Diſſenters, whilſt the 
| Clergy endeavour to make God s work a finecure.” 
I the Clergy in general do their duty in their 
| tation, it is not fair or true to ſay they endeas 


vour to make God's work a ſinecure. They 
enjoy that proviſion which the ſtate holds out 


to them. Do they in general diſgrace their 


character and ſtation, or nat? Of this more, * 


and bye, You go on, Did you, my Lord, note 


this, (i. e. making God's work a ſinecure) and 


recommend the ſtudy of the Scriptures as their fu- 


preme delight and occupation? To which you 
reply, I wiſh you had! The Clergy are much 


obliged to you for your kind wiſhes, and for 


your ready condeſcenſion in pointing out a 


topic, the diſcuſſion of which may tend ſo much 


to their edification and amendment. Though I 


: have my doubts, notwithſtanding the kindneſs 


of your wiſhes, and the readineſs of your advice 


open this occalion, . the Biſhop will 


conſult 


= 


try 


onde. you upon. the tubjec « of his next 


Charge. 


But "RES comes a more eee 1 


you ordain them that they are moved by the Holy 


cc They (the Clergy) tell you (the Biſhop) when | 


Gb? You then aſk, Is it not known to your 


Lordſhip that this is in many inftances.a ſolemn 


farce, and inſtead of anfwering you that they truſt 
they are ſo moved, would it not, be more in_chas 
racter to anſwer in the words of Jobn's diſciples, 


We have not ſo much as heard whether there be 
any Holy Ghoſt.” In anſwer to this queſtion ſo 
ſhrewdly put, I can only fay, it would not be 
more in character for them to ſay ſo, nor ſo much; 


whether any who are ordained conſider ordi- 


nation no more than as a ſolemn farce, reſts en- 
tirely with their private feelings. Their own 


heart is anſwerable, which as you cannot look 
into, you have no right to affirm of it either this 
or that. It is a matter between them and their 
God whom they profeſs to ſerve; who art 
thou, O man, that condemneth. TS: then own "Ws 
God they ſtand or fall. 25 = 


If teh l conſider it as 4 faltitn. frees tht 
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are acting the PRE of series in the face of 
heaven; they muſt be ignorant of the import- 
ance and awfulneſs of the duty they undertake, 
and deſtitute of every ſerious feeling; whether 
they are ſo or not, the Biſhop cannot tell any 
more than yourſelf. They come before him 
1 properly qualified, and with characters ſeri- 
_ ouſly atteſted, but I will venture to fay that 
neither the Biſhop of Saliſbury, nor any upon 
the Bench, would think of ordaining a perſon 

who, they knew, had fo ludicrous an idea of 


the ſolemnity, as you ſeem to think hey muſt 
have. 


The Clergy are next accuſed of not making 


their own ſermons. I dare ſay ſome of them 


do not, but I know of no ſcriptural injunction 
that they ſhall do fo, and if they preach the 
true and genuine doctrines of chriſtianity con- 
veyed in clear and intelligent language, it ſigni- 
fies very little who compoſes the diſcourſe; 


when there are ſo many excellent ſermons upon 


ſo many ſubjects, written by ſo many learned 


and pious men, there is no occaſion. to attri- 


bute it to idleneſs or ignorance, if the Clergy 
ſome- 


1 1 Eo 
ſometimes make uſe of them, in preference to | 4 
their own een Le 
. That us cf purchaſe of the. Doctors wares, 
in general, I deny, for the Doctors wares” 
are ſo execrably bad, at leaſt what I have 
ſeen, that they are fitter for a congregation in 
Moorfields, than for a rational audience. Vour 
concluſion is, that 4 ſerious Chriſtian who it 
hungry for the bread of life, will not be ſo ſerved. 
He will rather withdraw himſelf from church, or 
will ſeek aid againſt his infirmities in thoſe aſſem- 
Blies of. Chriſtians where he thinks the ſervice of 
the heart is offered, notwithſtanding the deficiency 
of forms and IRE x —_—— and * 


ran 


1 anſwer, that the ſervice of the heart may 
undoubtedly be offered, notwithſtanding the 
differences of forms and imperfections of lan- 
guage and of grammar; but it does not follow 
that becauſe there are 20 imperfections of lan- 
guage or grammar, that the ſervice of the heart 
ſhould be 4% fincere; and your aſſumption 
that to your claſs. of preachers only belongs 
this lincerity of heart and of worſhip, is neither 
1 . candid, 
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| n nor true. This _ only be the ak . 
if we could ſuppoſe that according to the exact 


ratio of badneſs of grammar, and imperfection 


of language, the religion would be pure, and 


the heart fincere. : 


| What Dr. Clarke ſays in his ſermon on a 


virtuous mind being the beſt help to underſtand 


religion, is certainly true, but that you ſhould 
aſſume this character excluſively to yourſelves 
and deny it others, is I think ſomewhat vain, 


and not a little unjuſt, at leaſt you have brought 
no arguments to ſupport your excluſive preten- 


ſions to the ſpirit and life of the righteous.” 


Is not your language a little akin to the 


language of him, who in the temple prayed 
thus: © God I thank thee I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, adulterers, and even as this 


publican;” though I doubt very much whether 


one part of the boaſt may not fail you, that 
you faft twice a day or give tithes of all you 
' poſſeſs. But we come here a little cloſer to 


the point, for you ſay, © your Clergy, my Lord, 


to be reſpected, beloved, and followed, ſhould learn 


to reſpect themſelves, and live more according to 
e DR * | * 


the doctrines they preach. Then follows a pics = 


ture of a London petit maitre parſon from 


Cowper, which is a very good caricature, but 


what has it to do with the character of the 


parochial Clergy? Such a clerical caricature 
may poſſibly be found in London, but I am 
ſure no where elſe, and there very ſeldom. — 
| You remark, be more they depart from the 

principles and practices of their duty, the more 
room they give theſe horrid men, the Diſſenters, 
to make converts. — Undoubtedly, and I with all 
the Clergy in their ſtations were equally vi- 
gilent, but perfection is not to be found upon 
earth, individuals may perhaps diſgrace the cha- 
racter they aſſume, and the cauſe they ought to 
| ſupport, but it does not follow that the Clergy 
in general depart ſo entirely from the principles 
and practices of their duty as you would have 
us believe. 


0 But ado fegnifies a good ſermon, i the per- 
on hurries it over in ſuch a manner as hardly to 
be underſtood by the congregation, and with a viſible 
haſte to be gone, and perhaps is ſeen no more till 
that day ſen'night, when he comes again in the ſame 
5 bafie *”' —Anſwer; Fa . hurries over a good 


ſermon , 
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4 ſermon, in lieh 4 manner 40 50 be hardly . 8 
e „If he is in viſible | haſte to be 
gone; his ſermon certainly cannot do much 

good: but the only thing to be argued, is, 5 


whether your repreſentation be a fair repre- 
ſentation of the Clergy in the pulpit? < of 


what ſervice to the flock is ſuch a paſtor i pe 
— Anſwer; not much.— 7 they fee him > HG 
chance in the evening, is it to receive good advice?” 
This queſtion I ſhall not anſwer, as you have 


done it yourſelf, but I ſhall take the liberty of 
examining your anſwer as it ſtands: ** No, you | 
repl y, he is either huntin g. or ſhooting, or iwear- 
ing, or drinking, or equipt like a jockey in a velvet 
cap, a huntſman's belt, or buckſkin breeches, or 


a ſcarlet cat! Upon this point, like another 
Demoſthenes, you ſeem to have laid the whole 
tres of your eloquence; for this you have re- 
| ſerved your moſt pointed interrogatives, and 
your moſt ſonorous periods, Ou «x9p%;; o bee 
our * Ta NpETERR 3 OUN 0, Th ay e708 Th 3 Is he not an ene- 


my? is he not a barbarian? a ſhooter, a hunter, 
a drinker, and ſwearer; does he not wear a red 


coat? Alas! how much have the Clergy to 
_ anſwer for. But let us examine the account a 
little. As to ſhooting and hunting, that cannot 


laſt 


OE, 
| laſt all the year, the intermediate time oct 
J ſuppoſe muſt. be taken up by drinking and : 
ſwearing. Let me aſk you here one queſtion.— 
Do you know any Clergymen who do not ſhoot and 
hunt, who do not drink or ſwear? For my own | 
part, as to the two firſt crimes I can forgive them, 
as long as they are not the profeſſed purpoſe 
of a perſon's life.— He is not the worſe for 
taking occaſionally the recreations of the field, 
nor the better for abſtaining, unleſs they inter- 
fere with more immediate duties. Suppoſe 
you knew twenty clergymen, ten of whom were 
guilty of hunting and ſhooting, and other enor- 
mities, and ten were not, do you think it would 
be fair to ſay, when advice is ſought for from a 
. clergyman, he is, without exception, ſhooting or 
hunting, or drinking or ſwearing ? But if out 
of the twenty clergymen, five only are guilty of 
hunting and ſhooting, and three of ſwearing 
and drinking, (by drinking, I ſuppoſe you 
mean drinking to excels), would it be fair to 
include the whole in your indiſcriminate num 
ber of hunters, ſhooters, drinkers, ſwearers: 
nine out of ten of the parochial Clergy, are 
neither drinkers nor ſwearers—where they are, 
_—_ are ſuffcientiy marked, — And as to the 
hunters 
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found among them, men as good, and as worthy 
and reſpectable, and as attentive to the duties 
of their ſtations and the calls of compaſſion, as 
among thoſe who do not hunt or ſhoot, among 
| thoſe © who take the tithe of mint, aniſe, and 


eummin, but neglect the n, matters of the 
law.” 


With reſpect to the belted jockies in velvet . 
caps, buckſkin breeches, and ſcarlet coats, I 


appeal to your own knowledge and experience. 


The place of your reſidence is the reſort of many 


Clerical characters, with ſome of whom you are 


acquainted, and you bear teſtimony to their good 
conduct; among theſe how many are there, 
preciſely ſuch as you deſcribe; and where did 
you ever ſee a Clergyman in a ſcarlet coat? 1 
am ſure the fight is not common. Did you ever 
ſee Mr. Canon —, Mr.. Canon. „or the 
Rev. Mr. Benſon, ſo accoutered? I Is not think 


out of all you know or have heard of, you could 
mention one; but if you could, as I am ſure 
I could bring ninety-nine or nine hundred and 


ninety-nine who never appeared in a ſcarlet - 
coat, it only ſhews an cagerneſs to abuſe, though 


ff ̃¶⅛ K ̃⁵˙ . SH 


| [ "ig I. | 


you can lah: hold of nothing but what daily ex ex- | 
perience and common ſenſe confutes, 


Poſſibly, as you 1000 uſe of Aa 4 45 which 


you very juſtly term a rough one, in which you 


repreſent yourſelf and brethren, as ſo many 
harmleſs ſheep, and the Biſhop and his Clergy, 


as barking dogs! Your imagination may have 


got the better of your cooler diſcrimination, 


and you may have thought you ſaw the Clergy 
all dreſſed in red, with guns, piſtols, ſwords, 


ſtakes, and faggots, coming in fury to commit 
ſlaughter on yourſelf and your lamb-like bre- 

thren. But I "will ſuppoſe by a red coat, you 

intended metaphorically to deſcribe the patri- 
otiſm the Clergy diſplayed, upon a late occa- 
fion, when we were threatened - with a viſit 
from the French! Whatever it was, this red coat 


ſeems to have taken ſuch hold on your ĩimagi- 


nation, as to have hurried you inſtantaneouſly: 
into ſcenes connected with ſo fearful an 
emblem. i” „ 
| ce What ſpirit ſay, 
To battle hurries me away ou” 


ine muſt be ſaid of the Clergy ben 


; the en of the n war, and the ſtory 


you 
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you tell of the Biſhop of — and our god 

EKing Richard, is a very pretty one. But how 
to introduce it? Oh, nothing ſo eaſy! Do not 5 

the Clergy wear red coats? 8 8 


44 Now you talk of a gun, In tl you a A 175 
| Joe Millar, 


1107 hors is more beauty and propriety 
in the manner of introducing your ſtory and 


reflections, than I firſt imagined.— And herein 


you. appear to reſemble ſome of the greateſt A 
maſters of eloquence. Such is that artful in- 


* troduction in Virgil, of the 


6 Scabra rubigin tela, et galeas pulſabit "IO 3 
a g 5 * Georg. book 1. 5 


such Aſo; is that ſtriking tranſition of Edmund | 


Smith, on the death of Pocock, where having 
mentioned the Confuſion of Tongues at the 


Tower of Babel, he immediately adds, 


Veſtitur ine tot fans coloribus 
Quot tu, Pocockt, diſſimilis tui 
Orator effers. 


The meaning of which if it ſhould not immedi- 
ately occur to you, I have no doubt but ſome of 


the gentlemen of the Clergy who do not Wear: 
red pan, wo are ſenſible and moderate men,” 


and 
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and much in your eſteem, will explain to you. 


If you ſhould not have ſeen it, it only ſhews 
how unfounded is that opinion of the critics, 


' who contend that where there is a ſtriking co 
incidence in writings, there muſt be plagiariſm, 
though Iam convinced the beauty of the tran- 
ſition in Four. Letter, from the mentioning. _ 
red coat, to the maſterly philippic againſt 


war, with the flory of the Biſhop of Beauvais,”. 


| &c. was entirely your own, and not copied from 
Demoſthenes, Virgil or Edmugd "OPS 8 


As you have been fo kind as to il. us 2 


8 Rory, in return 1 will tell you een, 


| Soon after the Diſſenters, When i England | 


on account of alleged perſecution, were ſettled 
in their land of Promiſe, New England, they 

felt themſelves, of courſe, quite happy. What. 
can be fo delightful, ſay they, as to live in a 


country, however rude and remote, where every 
one may profeſs his belief as he chuſes; 
where we are beyond the reach of the arm 


of civil oppreſſion; where no one can interfere 


with his neighbour's opinion, and where we 


can enjoy to its full extent religious liberty. 
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| Happening ont day to find among them a per- 

ſion hom they ſuſpected to be a Catholic, be 8 

|.  wastried, condemned, and hanged; and a mer- 

cchant from England aſking for what crime the 
| man ſatfered, Oe POOR. we Was e a 
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| 16 you ſhould FRO any doube os the fact, TO. 
you will find that the firſt laws made by. the 
Ho ſettlers in New England, denounced DRATR 
„ oe ey -prieft who, after three days, ſhould be 
found in their dominions. This is indeed rather 
4 circumflance than a ſtory, and I confeſs, it is 
inferior to yours both in ſtrikingneſs of inci- 
dent, and in moral application. To ſpeak ſeri- 
aully; all ſuch ſtories, if they are intended to 
make any ſet of people appear criminal, I repro- 
bate, but as you mentioned yours, I hope mine 
may be taken in good part. It will at leaſt 
ſhew the imperfections of our common nature, 
and the charity one ought ſhew to the other, if 
it does not in ſome meaſure confirm what is 
ſaid by Swift; . Me are certain that we (the 
"8 th Church) tolerate you, but we are mot certain, that 
"8 you (Diſſenters) ſhould _ 1 the eine ; 
1 N tolerate . | 
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% As to + ai Vicar of Scarborough, I ſhall lake 5 
| | 2 hem to fight his own battles, with ſo powerful 5 
an antagoniſt, but I. muſt make, in my humble 
. _ ſome remarks on 1 what n have f ſaid. 


Here. is 6 end account: 7h be Rev. 
Mr, Kirk, Vicar of Scarborough, ſurrounded by a 
large body of ſoldiers, (of men armed with inſtru- 
ments of death and Raughter—men trained to the 


art of deſtroying their fellow creatures bolding a 


pair of colours in his hands, and thus addreſſing 
' the Deity, {whoſe darling attributes are mercy 


and compaſſion) :” © Before thee, O Lord, we 


a: 


 ifplay theſe flandards, and with the: profoundeſt 


reverence. conſecrate! (Ob horrid} conſecrate and 


dedicate them to thy ſervice and to thy glory! And | 
15 may We all . folaters, forners, and all } may we. all 50 
exert our utmoſt endeavours for the protection of : 


our holy Religion, and whatever elſe is, or ought-to 


be dear to us ( Query—does be include the Vicarage 
of Scarborough? ) as a chriſtian people. , Of this 
. ſuppoſe every ſoldier is to be a ſufficient judge. } 


Grant this, O heavenly Father, through the. merits 
of wy dear Sow Fe 2 n our Lord. ee 


Then comes. the pathetic axclumation— & 
| ae 2 bis 


ob T3 20 77 
this, my Lord, the Jpirit FP that: religion you 2 
bold —impoſible Raſh impious mortal, thou con- 
ecrater of buman Aaugbter, put a turban on — 
Bead, and never looꝶ into any book but the Koran! 
Quere; i is this addreſſed to the Biſhop of Salif. 
bury, or the terrible- Vicar of Scarborough? | 
You aſk: . weak- man, does the * Almighty want, 
thy effort, the ſervices of a worm to advance bis 
glory? Certainly not. But in the profound- 
neſs of your philanthropic and pathetic reveries, 
which I ſhould be ſorry to diſturb, did it never 
occur to you that there might be ſuch a thing 
as ſelf-defence? and if it were juſt in indivi- 
_ duals, that it might · be equally ſo in nations? 
If a man was breaking into your houſe, with an 
apparent intent to rob or murder, would you 
| calmly defire him to go on, and not only to 
diſpatch yourſelf, but your wife and children; 
or if you prayed to God to aſſiſt you and to 
give you ſtrength to reſiſt the violator of your | 
repoſe, do you think it would be calling upon 
God to be the conſecrater of human ſlaughter? 
Whether this caſe is at all apologous to the 
preſent war, is a point at iſſue with the con- 
+ demners and ſupporters of that war. According 
T8590 your account all ſoldiers are murderers. The 
ge defenders = 


| 


1 oy 1 | 


ede of ha en are foldiers, . therefore 


Y all defenders of their country are. murderers! 


I can mourn' as much as yourſelf that hoſtility 


in the abſtract, which © makes man a prey to 


man;” but before you can talk with propriety 


about the banners of death and ſlaughter, men 


trained to the art of deſtroying their fellow- 


creatures, you muſt prove this country the 


aggreſſor; the epithet of © murderous” belongs 


only to thoſe who like the French invade a 
; peaceable, happy, induſtrious, and quiet nation, 
like the Swiſs; who fight in defence of ber 


laws, their e and lives. 


#... 


| What IA did not ER at the 40845 g 


gle made by the Swiſs for their liberties; what 


heart did not involuntary wiſh them well, and 


beat with hope that they would repel their un- 
4 juſt and mercileſs. invaders! It is natural it 
ſhould be fo, and thoſe feelings muſt have been 
acknowledged by all but ſuch as with the af- 


fected cant of ſophiſticated ſenſibility exclaim, 


O barbarous Swiſs, to think of embruing 


your hands in blood; whilſt of the cruelties, © 


the confiſcations, the plunderings, the murders, 
on the other fide, nothing n more is ſaid, by _ 


theſe 
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| hoſe hack ders of hs! emis i: A 


- theſe exceſſes: may lead MEE. to the future 
| happineſs of mankind! | 5 i x, 


00 to the rm of whae'! is called 0 confecrating 


. an, if what charity, good ſenſe, and re- 
ligion would dictate upon the occaſion, ſhould _ 
be exceeded, the fault reſts with the individual 
| underſtanding of the perſon ſelected to do the 


office; unleſs it be true, as you ſay eme 


that the Clergy are all abettors of this un- 
Happy war.” 
to preach peace on earth, and good will to men, 


% Men whoſe profeſſed buſineſs it 


to uſe ſuch a ſenſeleſs phraſe as fighting for reli- 


gion, and on any occaſion, conſecrate enfigns of; 


war.” I with not to find fault with the con- 
ſtruction of a ſentence, but this is ſomewhat i in 


the ſtyle of your inimitable Excurſion, that is, 


there is no grammar in it; I admit this is a 
trifling fault amon g eloquent pleaders, and as you ä 


have made uſe of ſo many words, I will eha- 


ene 1 g meant W by ne 5 


. What 1 end big . is, - 0 it is the N : 
 *% profeſſed buſineſs of the Clergy to preach p eace 

on earth, and good will to men. It is ſo; but 
V this 


. 


F 2s ATR, 


75 this is not . it is 1 1 to 3 ga 


among which I may juſt mention, but I hope . 
Without offence, envy, unchacitableneſs, and 


5 Jod. have one conſolation left; . Men are 


= (what you think very proper) 70 Judge for | j 


| becauſe this is a phraſe ſo much uſed upon 
many occaſions, that if it were clearly defined 
2 exactly what were prejudices and what were . 


hand. The ſubtle Mr. Philoſopher, who de- 


- 


crimes, ſuch as. endanger the peace of commu- 
nities, and ſuch as ariſe from individual paſſions, 


hypocriſy. 8 Woe unto * Pein be- 8 
enen 125 | | b 


3 
N : 
* 


But 11 3 will Re and jay Ties will - 


ſhaking of their prejudices daily, and learning 
e ee be e ee ery 


x would here. aſl you what i is your meaning 
a” you ſay, Men are ſhaking off prejudices, | 


not, we might come nearer to the queſtion in 


claims againſt the evils of property; the mag- _ 
nanimous ie who is U to be ne 15 
i with- 


8 Miſs Wolſteneroft, before ſhe WT IST the ES 2 = | 
mony with the above-mentioned. POE fays, in one of her : 
"on 3 
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1 Wine the ceremony of 3 a wi BY ; 1 
Atheiſt, who laughs at every idea of future retri- 
bution. equally diſclaim prejudice.” A gen- 
tleman * of the preſent age, who lile the two 5 
. 1 young Gentlemen in Swift, has found out that - 
there is no God: being aſked his opinion of Sir 
Iſaac Newton, who was a firm believer in Re- 
velation, replied, Sir Iſaac Newton was no au- 
thority, becauſe he was ſo prejudiced: and upon 
being aſked what he thought of his wonderful 
talents, which might exempt him from ordinary - 
prejudices, he very candidly acknowledged that 
he was ſomething ſuperior to Jones, but not to 
be dre with Thelwall! „ 


* 


But wich you, ee as far as 1 can "PTY 
cout, conſiſts in the belief in the Athanaſian 
Creed, and ſubſcription to the Thirty-nine 
Articles. Theſe are, I muſt however tell you, 
only ſo far aſſen ted to as they can be warranted 
0 Seriprure; and of this every” man muſt 


Letters ce So J old the women I was with child, at which they 
| Rtared!” 


This Lady, I have been told, was Govern to the unfortunate 


Miſs King. | 
_ * Mr, 8 the tranſlator, 


* 9 


Jade : 


* 


Junge for himſelf. Poſiibly Hs are a 1 

| other prejudices, which you would be glad to 
get rid of both in church and ſtate, ſuch as our 

having a King, &c.; but as you do not mention 1 

: wine they are, 1 ſhall fay no more. 


£1 fi it be ce 07 W in the debates a he « Houſe 


of Commons, that the 7. hirty-nine Articles are 
_ . contrary to Seripture,” ' it is only a proof that 
ſome people aſſerted it, but their aſſerting is no 
proof they are ſhocking and contrary to Scripture, (Ys 
unleſs the above afſertion be a demonſtration. 
If «© ſome of the Biſhops have confeſſed the ſame,” 
it ſeems that they are not all ſo prejudiced (ac- | 
| cording to your own ideas of prejudice) as you 
would have us think. It is plain, that though 85 
; __ were > Blihops, they W fer themſelves. N 


Vour next propoſition i 19; << that the oppoſition Eid 
of the great men of the ſtate to new "_— es not 


always a proof of their fallacy.” Admitted; 


but what follows.—** The greateſt character that 
ever appeared upon earth, met with the greateſt 
oppoſition from the Chief Pri, and ads and 


* A Was then 1 no innovation.” 


The 


Ne 


Fs Fa 2 
23 * 


MR 


** 
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” The cas 8 ahis 4 is, that the Biſhops | 
and Governors of theſe days are to all intents 
and purpoſes, the ſame as the Chief Prieſts and 
Elders of old, and the perſons Who now do all « 
they can to oppoſe the exiſting order of things, 5 
dare of the ſame ſpirit as the amiable and awful 

Being you introduced; that their principles are 

oe benevolent, their opinions as Juſt, and their 85 
bp life and e as charitable and as blameleſs. 0 


Which is paying 3 a —— - 
at the expence of the preſent Chief Prieſts and 
7 2 Elders, I think ſomewhat greater than you de- 
12 ſerve. But if our Chief Prieſts and Elders op- 
pale the doctrines of profeſſor Wiſhampt,* and 
hai ſhameleſs diſciples; if they lift up their 
voice againſt principles which tend to * 
all the bonds of ſocial ufion, which 
© - the end would ſtrew the carth with = 
© | they do what is their duty, and they pray to 
God long to preſerve them from the tyranny | 
of Anarchy, or the gloom of Atheiſm. 20 2 
not mean to ſay that the Diſſenters are diſciples 
of ele Wiſhampt, . more thay ourſelves, 
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Bit FOR 5 aff Tume to emails the 1 * | 
racer or conduct of the diſciples. of the meek _ 
74 and crucified Jeſus, they aſſume more than we | 
” are diſpoſed to grant. The meekeſt martyr of 


the flock, whom you venerate as your Apoſtle; 


the patient, the lowly, the forgiving Dr. Prieſtly, 


. ſpeaking of the Clergy: of the eſtabliſhment, 


be 1 OR are eee . 1 no e 255 


N me tial a e in the a 
of him and his lowly diſciples whom you inſi- 
nuate you reſemble; ſhew mo ſuch a ſentiment 
in any of the writings of the churchmen of the 
— preſent eſtabliſhment, and I will conſent that 


Dr. Prieftly ſhall new model the World, and 


| humbly petition that he will have the goodneſs _ | 
and condeſcenſion to make it wiſer and better 
than it ever was before; and that he ſhall be 


Kang, and yourſelf, 0 Viceroy ;” yt 


86 Doſt thou like the 8 Trinculo yo +: 
e 


. Thoſe gentlemen 3 are. ſuch 8 | 
for mercy, in ſome inſtances, and in others, ſeem 


Letters on Burke's Reflections. 


a % 


entirely 
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ivy entirely to waer fie: name, rex as me: of Mr. 1 
Briſk in the Pilgrim's Progreſs, Mr. Briſk' 
profeſſes to make love to Miſs Mercy, but at 
laaſt leaves her, and concludes, that Mercy 
was a pretty laſs, but troubled with ill conditions ; * 
upon which Prudence very properly ſays to 
Mercy, did 1 not tell thee that Mr. Briſk 
would ſoon forſake thee: yea, he will raiſe up 
an ill report of thee, for notwithſtanding his 


Mercy, Mercy and he are of tempers ſo differ- 
ary ee 4 e P- 200. 


As little ſition 3 is there in a what you fay, ; 
Remember, my Lord, the ſame obections you 
urge againſt D enters, were once urged againſt 
Jou, before the reformation, when you yourſelves 
were the Diſſenters, and * as the rs : 
25 new 2 85 ES. | | 
The opinions of the reformers at that time 
were founded on the Scriptures, on the autho- 


what they oppoſed was the worſhiping of ima- 
ges, the ſale of indulgences, the prayers in an 
. oe unknown 


preętence to religion, and his ſeeming love to | 


ent, that I believe they will never come to- 5 


rity of the fathers, and of univerſal tradition; 


7 29 By; ED 
unknown. toh gue, the Abies that the bread. 6 
and wine adminiſtered. in the ſacraments Was 
really and truly, the identical body and blood of 

Chriſt; but you cannot prove that any Biſhop, 
or Churchman, in theſe days avows doctrines 
Ez . ſo abſurd, and ſo contrary: to Scripture, as they 
did whom the firſt reformers oppoſed. The 

caſe therefore is not parallel; you muſt firſt ex- 
plain, what your pringiples are, and prove that 
LE they appear as rational, as well founded, and 
as moderate, as the opinions of ſuch: a man as 
the immortal Chillingworth; you muſt alſo 

prove that the errors you oppoſe are as great ass 

thoſe which he ſo ſucceſsfully combated; but 


| this is what you do not prove, nn” what: I 
therefore deny. | | | 


The tory of the King of pruſũa is juſt as 
| en to the Diſſenters, as it is to Kl 
0 the eſtabliſhed N 


The . of 40 one > Payier” —is the « fry 1 ö 


2 madman. 


08 Bur FER you * my N 43 you "Y ; | 3 
alarmed at the mereaſe 5 the Dj ifenters fa Thy = 
PF 
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5 8 di a" YR 4 1 be of en of 
| all tbeir emoluments,” The Church is much 
| . obliged to the Diſſenters for their generoſity, 
but if what the church received, paul 


| upon what they were willing to leave, I 

= fear it would go hard with it. They will 
wor difturb you, if you do not difturt. them 2” _ 
_ For the truth of den we We to * — 8 . 


P ly 
- 
6 > 


I 1 Hein not Cb brifians- as . as Jour- : 
= fees, and full as diligent to approue themſelves 
ail followers of Feſus Chriſt 7 . e God 
3 knows, but I am ſure as long as they are 
MW faithful followers of Jeſus Chriſt, and continue 
= me g and ions they will not be diſ- | 


I 


HE" 


| | . 86 When » infidelity 1 5 vice are | falking ate 
i} 1 3 without controul, and attacking religion on every 
54 0 e, is it time to ſhew your jealouſy of them; be a 
= litth more liberal towards them, my Lord; on this 
important ground, they are your friends and fellow 
W :' U/abourers.” When they ſhew themſelves as di- 
| ligent, and as earneſt in attacking infidelity and 

| Lvliͤce, as they are now in attacking the amuſe- 
| | "I ments 


5 
Go > id 


ments . dreſs of the Clergy, dg Wilk be' time 
enough to partake their e and 80 hand 
4 in ee with: 1 750 N 


Tat 


e 700 be 5b ſe Pra FR n of ah: | 
08 e to abuſe us every nom and then; 
not more than it is your cuſtom every now and 
then to abuſe ths roi and Nea evil 4 5 
authorities. Cones deen IN Le? 


0. «The u Arcb-Biſhap of Tork. Low Drank | 
_ was ſo illiberal as to abuſe us in ebe Houſe 
of Lords, by calling us men of cloſe ambition.” 
*«. JV hat did my Lord Chatham" ſay; they are ſo, 

. their ambition is to keep cloſe to the College of Fiſh- 

- ermen, and not of Cardinals; to 7 chſe to the 

doctrines of the inſpired apoſtles ;” you ſeem to 


dwell with particular complacency on the com- 
pariſon between yourſelves and the inſpired 


apoſtles, but as this is only a ſpeech, and as one 
| good, ſpeech, deſerves another, I will refer you 
in return to the ſpeech of Mr. Burke, by which 
on the debate, about the teſt act, many members | 
who came down to the Houſe with the inten- 
tion of voting for the Prone were thoroughly i 


3 % 4 1 
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89 : n and voted « 3 to what they | 
EL, eee. 
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What cc Dr. 705 hays, no one rites toc con- 1 
trovert: the privilege of private judgment, which 
vou claim for yourſelves only; be ſo did as 8 

5 do extend to others. — „ IT 1 8 


ow 


* 


1 7 he netto 5 my f W written a ; a 
dred years, is by no means inapplicable to the pre- 
ent times.” Juſt as eee as the following 
lines from the lame book: 2 A eh 


For his religion it was fit - SE RSS 
To match his learning and his wit, | 
*T was Preſbyterian tne dive. coho. 
For he was of that fubborn crew. „„ 
Oft errant ſaints whom all men grant, REN 
To be the true church militant. 5 
Call fire, ſword, and deſolat in, 
A tborough godly reformat ian. 
4 ect whoſe chief duration lies, Ys 
Fes In odd perverſe antipothies, 
In falling out with that or this ; 
And finding ſomewhat fiill amiſs, 


. The religion of the Prelbyterians, conſiſted chiefly i in oppo- 
| Hition to the Church of England, and in quarelling with the 
' moſt innocent cuſtoms then in uſe, as the eating of Chriſtmas- 
pies, plum-porridge at 9 which they W the moſt 
heinous ſins. 
More 
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. More RY croſs, and FR 
„ dog diſtract, or monkey ſick. 
1255 That with more care keep n 
| Mun than others the right ay : 
II Compound for fins they are inclined io, 
BB » By damning thoſe they have no mind „ 
Still ſo perverſe and oppoſite. 
As if they worſhipp'd God for ſpigbt. 
The ſelf-ſame thing they will abbor 
One way and long another for. ZR 
Free-will they one way Ae, N 7 W 
Another, nothing elſe allow. : 
All piety conſiſts therein | 
In them, in other men all fin. 
Th' Apoſtles of this fierce religion, 
Lite Mahomet's were aſs and toidgeon. 

To whom our knight, by faſt inſlinft + 
nn,, frills 
ES oo As if hypocriſy and nonſenſee 

=_ Had got th' advowſon of his conſcience ! FRY 


7 have no doubt but that if we had ſome 3 
n, to give e we Halt have _ of . 


. 


C Pr. ls Ryves gives a abe ite of a fanatical con- | 
ſcience'in a captain who was invited by a ſoldier, to eat part of a 

7 gooſe with him; but refuſed, becauſe he ſaid it was ſtolen: but be- 
ing to march away, he who would eat no flolen gooſe, made no 
ſcruple to ride away upon a ſtolen mare; for plundering Mrs. Bart- 
let of her mare, this hypocritical captain gave ſufficient teſtimony 
to the world the old Phariſee and new nnn have conſciences to 


TT. rain at a knat and fallow a camel.” e 
5 ; | 6:-- ” . 3 


„ 


ou Clergy join 1 Fecbiy; but a8 this tis 
amounts to a doubt, it proves. nothing, and for 
myſelf I do not believe it. You ſpeak. a little 
more confident about the next point, that is, 
you would venture 4 ſmall wager, that Dr. 
Horſley himſelf, grve him a thouſand a year more 
than he has, would turn his artillery againſt thoſe 
very deftrines, he now appears ſo earneſt to main- 
tain.” Anſwer; T would venture a ſmall wager 
he would not, but I do not know how it can 

be decided, unleſs we appeal to Dr. Horſley 
himſelf, or unleſs we were gifted with deeper 


Intuition into -human nature, than we are. 


But there is no end of doubting and laying 
Small wagers; for my own part, I have no doubt 
but that Dr. Horſley is as upright and conſci- 
entious, as he i is learned, but I know he will not 
haſtily be forgiven, for the complete drefling 
he has given ſome of your fraternity—for 
having foiled at his on weapons 42 moſt 
ae ee | was b = 


25 «rY 2, my. 4 Gy 1 ould hen very en fo 


for ay ſect Y D . all Td. upon the 5 


6 See Dr. Horſley's came with Dr. Priefley, 


ruins 


1 1 


e ne Eee i 5 0 bi utes 


doubting, you will ao me in my turn to doubt 5 


_ this, which I think is but fair. But let us ſee 

your reaſon. . © Hiſtory too fatally points out 

that the ſpirit of 1 man leads theſe who. think they 
| have been pprofes, to pprefe in ann turn. 


| We ank you fos chis: hint, 8 1 the 

bo is rather letting the cat out of the bag. 
As you aſked whether the Biſhop meant to 
make ſhort work of the ' Diſſenters as Daniel. de 
Foe hinted at, I might aſk in return whether, 
if it were in your power, you would not make 
ſhort work with the Clergy, as Napper Tandy 
hinted at, when in his curious proclamation, 
he propoſed to exterminate the oppreſſors, but 
we truſt we ſhall not be yet in a ſituation, 
to put your charity and forbearance to the trial; 


if ever you get the upper hand, we ſhall be 


ſatisfied with the ſame toleration the govern- 5 
ment extends to you and to all profeſſions, | 
7 though your fears of what might be the conſe- 
5 m—_ plainly indicate what we Have to expect! | 


55 Every man of the hat vagen, muſt be 


Sale at the enormities committed in France. 
0 — ent 


. limed into ſuch perfection, that there will be no occaſion for mes 


1 1 36 '. 0 
1 Gould bope fo; But it is an ; odd lines: 


that during the commiſſion of the moſt bloody 
enormities, ſcarce any of the declaimers againſt 


8 the tyranny and oppreſſion of this country, ex- 
preſſed any particular horror, at the carnage and 
Fbruelties committed in France; many even 


ſeemed to conſider them, as neceflary to the 
accompliſhment of their pure and perfect ſyſ— 
tem, of final regeneration, and amendment in 
man.“ Did not the Correſponding Society, 
even during the tyranny of the dark and terrible 
Robeſpiere, publickly applaud the benevolent 
labours of the Convention. Was there not a 
vifible connection between the diſcontented in 
this country, and the illumined in France? 
—from | 

fe 0 Camp to camp e OM 

The hum of either army fiilly ſounds 

That the fixt centinels almoſt receiv'd 


The ſecret whiſpers of each others watch. „ 
Shakeſpear. 


| Thanks 3 to >the eli of govern- ; 
ment, we _— and I truſt ſhall' eſcape, the. 
+ | . 1 bleſſed 


Ls ds ts han: retire wilt ee he 6b 


ro 
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bleſſed effects of French 1 Fragen 


| morals, F rench YOUR Dale and F rench reli- 5 


A 5 


— 


But * « it 15 hs 1 of __ F that chad 15 


even now, as much real vital religion i in France at 


| there bas been theſe hundred years.” This ſhews 


how candid and charitable you can be on ſome 


occaſions I cannot therefore but wiſh, as you 


ſuppoſe the vital ſpirit of Chriſtianity to exiſt 


in a nation which has drenched the earth. with 
blood, which has publickly mocked the ma- 


er heaven, by worſhiping two naked ſtrum- 4 
pets, with oak garlands on their heads, in the | 


very ſanctuary of religious adoration, that you 
would not think all religion dead in thoſe. who 
ſometimes ſhoot or hunt, or that a clegyman i in 


* 
% 7 
, = 
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to as ed they FO its A ane din iris to > bi « while ” 


ſopher ! When the day of ſuch perfection ſhall ariſe upon earth, 


when the powers that be ſhall be trodden down, and the ſcarlet 


whore of Babylon deſtroyed, what a day of 8 will. it be to 
Meſſrs. Holcroft, Godwin, &c. _ | 
I can imagine Mr. H. Wanſey himſelf, partaking « of the general 
joy „and addreſſing a friend of kindred endowments, 


* This day, O Miſter Doodle, is a day 


Indeed, a 4 we never law before! h 
: | Tom Thumb. 
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praying 


EY 1 


of 
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praying to God n . Age 4 crimes 1 5 N 


with which we are threatened, and relying on 
his arm to aſſiſt us in repelling a mercileſs foe, 
that therefore he muſt be the conſecrator of 
eee and ft "aw to Pony the Koran ! * 


1 ent now gone e all your obſer- | | | 
ien, and as I ſhall not enter into any 
farther correſpondenee with you, T here take 


my leave. If what 1 have faid ſhould appear | 


harſh or offenſive to any reſpectable and virtuous 
man of your perſuaſion, I ſhall be ſorry. I have 
fair right to turn the ſtories, and ſtile of arguin g. 
whieh you have adopted, upon yourſelf, though 
T again fay, I reprobate arguing from particulars 
to Generals, from raking up old ſtories, which 
if they prove any thing, only prove the imper- 
fections of our common nature. To yourſelf, 

I ſhall make no apology. The example you ſet 
entitles you to the ſame freedom; but to ſhew 
you I have no / will, 1 ſhall fay at parting, 


with Stephano, (for I ſuppoſe you conſider all | 


the Clergy as drunken -butlers) © Give me thy | 
hand, Trinculo; I am ſorry I beat thee, but 
While thou liveſt r a good nog in thy 

head,” 
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Po 5 hea „ Tempeſt.—If I mig t add a little advise 


uith reſpect to Authorſhip, I would juſt whiſper 
co you two Welt Ec 
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